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concerned, if I may. I don’t want to 
speak about the other body, but we 
know who it is. They have taken Mr. 
LUJÁN’s bill and sort of put their name 
on it, but we will forgive them because 
we will get it done. 

This is good legislation. I also would 
like to thank Representative PRICE, 
who co-chairs the American Languages 
Caucus with me. 

Again, congratulations. This is good 
legislation. The chairman has done 
well, and let’s continue to act. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Minnesota (Ms. MCCOLLUM). 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of S. 256, the Esther Mar-
tinez Native American Languages Pro-
grams Reauthorization Act. 

There are many critical needs in In-
dian Country, and the Federal Govern-
ment has an obligation to fulfill our 
trust and Tribal responsibilities. This 
commitment includes reauthorizing 
the Esther Martinez Immersion grants 
so that Congress ensures Indian stu-
dents have the opportunity to study, 
learn, and speak their Tribal lan-
guages. 

The National Congress of American 
Indians says it best: A language ‘‘en-
compasses and expresses a worldview 
shaped by centuries, in some cases tens 
of thousands of years of experience, 
knowledge, practices, spiritual beliefs, 
and relationships between a people, its 
neighbors, and its environment, which 
cannot be replicated in any other 
tongue.’’ 

Language is paramount to one’s iden-
tity. The gift of language allows a per-
son to carry their culture from their 
ancestors to the present and on to the 
next generation to come. 

Esther Martinez grants have empow-
ered Tribes to establish immersion pro-
grams, making it possible for more 
Tribal communities to maintain their 
Native languages and pass along cen-
turies-old cultural heritage. 

These grants will benefit not only 
Native American Tribal Nations across 
the country but also Native Hawaiians, 
Native Alaskans, and Pacific Islander 
communities, giving them the ability 
to protect and rejuvenate indigenous 
languages. 

Without urgent action to reauthorize 
these grants, too many communities 
risk losing the Native languages of 
their ancestors. 

As chair emeritus of the Native 
American Caucus, I have worked to in-
crease funding for Esther Martinez pro-
grams, and I will continue to make Na-
tive languages and their preservation 
and education a priority. 

Mr. Speaker, as the 116th Congress 
moves forward, we must prioritize our 
Federal trust and treaty obligations. 
We must do so in a way that respects 
Native culture and strengthens Native 
communities. Reauthorizing the Esther 
Martinez Native American Language 
Preservation Act brings us one step 
closer to this goal. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this legislation, 

and in the words of the Ojibwe, 
‘‘miigwech.’’ 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

We are not here in this body to reau-
thorize feel-good programs. We are 
gathered here tonight not to reauthor-
ize a feel-good program but to author-
ize a program that works, that makes a 
difference. 

The evidence is clear. Students who 
participate in these programs, they do 
learn language skills. They also are 
more likely to graduate high school. 
They are more likely to have high aca-
demic achievement. They are more 
likely to be successful in their commu-
nities. That is what the data tells us. 
We cannot let up now. 

These programs are working in a va-
riety of States and a variety of commu-
nities. If we want a robust and healthy 
Native American culture in this coun-
try, we need to have a healthy and ro-
bust Native American language envi-
ronment in this country. The Esther 
Martinez Native American Language 
Preservation Act is important, a crit-
ical component of that framework, of 
that environment. 

I ask my colleagues, I beseech them 
tonight, to reauthorize this program 
that is doing so much good throughout 
our country. I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

My Speaker, I thank my colleagues 
across the aisle and, in particular, Mr. 
YOUNG, my friend from the committee. 

When I first came to Congress, this is 
one of the first bills that he sponsored. 
I was very proud to vote for it then, 
and I encourage all of my colleagues 
today to be very proud to vote for it 
now. 

The reauthorization is $13 million, 
and it is an amount of money that goes 
very far in Indian Country, an amount 
of money that many could argue 
should be more, but the point today is 
to reauthorize. 

By reauthorization and seed money, 
which is so important to the Native 
youth and children, I think we make a 
statement as a Congress that we, too, 
join in reaffirming the revitalization, 
the preservation of both language and 
culture among the first Americans in 
this country. We say to them that what 
they bring as persons, as a Tribe, as a 
people is vital, too, and enriches the 
fabric of this Nation of ours. 

I am proud to be here. I urge all of 
my colleagues to support this bill. It is 
a good piece of legislation that does 
good work and will continue to do good 
work. Mr. Speaker, I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 256. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 27 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1831 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. PETERS) at 6 o’clock and 
31 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 729, TRIBAL COASTAL RE-
SILIENCY ACT 

Mr. MORELLE, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 116–330) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 748) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 729) to amend the Coastal 
Zone Management Act of 1972 to au-
thorize grants to Indian Tribes to fur-
ther achievement of Tribal coastal 
zone objectives, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken 
in the following order: 

Motions to suspend the rules and 
pass: 

H.R. 4761, and 
H.R. 4739; and 
Agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 

the Journal, if ordered. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

DHS OPIOID DETECTION 
RESILIENCE ACT OF 2019 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4761) to ensure U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection officers, agents, 
and other personnel have adequate syn-
thetic opioid detection equipment, that 
the Department of Homeland Security 
has a process to update synthetic 
opioid detection capability, and for 
other purposes, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
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